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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Merlin Search Technologies Announces  
Launch of Inaugural Advisory Board  

Merlin welcomes six advisors with deep backgrounds in enterprise search, intelligence, 
cyber security, cloud architecture and discovery of all types to its Advisory Board.  

August 2, 2022–Denver, Colorado: Merlin Search Technologies, a cloud technology 
company, developing AI-powered search software for investigations, ediscovery, and 
compliance, announced today the addition of six members to its newly-created  
Advisory Board. Collectively, they bring expertise and experience from a wide range of 
disciplines including enterprise search, intelligence, cyber security, cloud architecture, 
and discovery of all types. Individually, they come with one common goal: to help 
Merlin develop technology to make it easier for people to find relevant information in 
large document sets. 

“We are at a key stage in Merlin’s development, having launched our new search platform 
powered by Sherlock® the first AI-powered digital document bloodhound,” explained 
Founder and CEO John Tredennick. “We have already seen that Sherlock will 
revolutionize ediscovery search. The next step is to take Sherlock on the road, helping 
people in other industries find the information they need in large document collections,” 
he added. “We were looking for visionaries in other fields to guide us as we move beyond 
legal, and I feel like we hit the jackpot.”   

The former Chief Technology Officer of the CIA and current founder/CTO of Applicology, 
Bob Flores, will lead the Advisory Board, bringing over 30 years of experience in complex 
search and investigations to the group. “I couldn’t be more excited to be involved with 
Merlin and this great group of advisors,” Bob exclaimed. “I first met Sherlock more than a 
year ago and had never seen anything like it in terms of speed and scalability,” he added. 
“He could have helped us with dozens of investigations in the past and I hope to help 
spread the word. That digital document bloodhound is going to change how people 
search for information across government agencies and commercial businesses alike.” 

Bringing a different background to the mix, with over thirty years at Wells Fargo leading 
the company’s search efforts, is Kathlina Phillips, “We know firsthand how difficult and 
inefficient keyword search can be when it comes to large document populations,” 
Kathlina explained. “Even the best Boolean searches bring back too many results and too 
few of what you really hoped to find. Sherlock makes it much easier to find relevant 

https://www.merlin.tech/
https://www.merlin.tech/
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information and it is as easy to use as Pandora or Spotify is for finding great music,” She 
added. “I am excited to help bring these new search capabilities to search professionals 
across the globe, and to take this far beyond the legal realm.” 

Lucille Braun is a career money manager, who has spent the last 18+ years mentoring 
technology startups at MIT’s famed Venture Mentoring Service. “Over the years, I have 
helped many amazing companies change the world: from nanotubes for the 
semiconductor industry; to new ways to perfuse blood during open-heart surgery; to 
generating distributed power using solar energy and ceramic turbines,” she noted. “My 
investment and business philosophy across these very different verticals asks the same 
question: How will your product materially change the world?” she added. “I joined the 
Advisory Board because I believe Merlin Search is a material leap forward to taming data 
into useful information.” 

“We are thrilled to welcome this group of innovative, experienced leaders to help us move 
Merlin to the next level,” concluded Tredennick. “Their combined expertise in key areas, 
such as enterprise search (government and private), privacy, security, and investigations, 
will be critical to our success as we take Merlin across industries and across the globe. 

For more information and detailed biographies of our Advisory Board, please visit; 
https://www.merlin.tech/about-merlin-search-technologies/advisory-board/. 

About Merlin Search Technologies 

Merlin Search Technologies is a cloud technology company, developing AI-powered 
search software for investigations, ediscovery, and compliance. Our flagship product, 
Merlin Integrated Search, is the first Search 2.0 platform, and the first to offer keyword 
and algorithmic search in a user-friendly, integrated system. It provides a faster, 
easier, and more effective way to find relevant documents for investigations, 
discovery, and legal compliance.  

Merlin IS is powered by Sherlock, the first AI-driven digital document bloodhound. In 
milliseconds, literally the blink of an eye, Sherlock can analyze documents a user has 
seen, build a machine-learning model, apply it to the rest of the population, and then 
return other highly relevant documents to further the investigation. Sherlock 
eliminates the need to craft complicated keyword searches, instead using smart 
algorithms to fetch relevant documents faster, more easily, and at lower cost than 
traditional keyword search. 

Our mission is to revolutionize document search–the way Pandora changed how 
people find new music. For the first time ever, people will be able to find what they 
need in large document populations without having to master complex keyword 
search syntax.  

https://vms.mit.edu/
https://vms.mit.edu/
https://www.merlin.tech/about-merlin-search-technologies/advisory-board/
https://www.merlin.tech/merlin-is/
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Media Contacts: 

John Tredennick 
CEO and Founder 
Merlin Search Technologies, Inc. 
+1-303-810-1918 
JT@Merlin.Tech 

Martha MacPherson 
Senior Director of Marketing 
Merlin Search Technologies, Inc. 
+1-585-748-6322 
mmacherson@merlin.tech  

 

 

Meet Merlin’s Advisory Board Members 

Bob Flores: Former Chief Technology Officer of the CIA with an extensive 
background in search, intelligence, and cybersecurity. 

Bob chairs our Advisory Board. He started his career at the Central 
Intelligence Agency where he held various positions in the 
Directorate of Intelligence, Directorate of Support, and the 
Directorate of Operations. Ultimately, he became the CIA’s first 
enterprise Chief Technology Officer. After leaving the CIA, Bob co-
founded Cognitio Corporation and currently serves as founder and 
CTO of Applicology, which specializes in cybersecurity risk 
assessments, cloud migration strategies, and technology due 
diligence. 

Kathlina Phillips: Former Chief of Search for Wells Fargo Bank with extensive 
experience in FinTech enterprise search. 

Kathy spent over 25 years with Wells Fargo Bank working in the fields 
of systems engineering, systems architecture, and enterprise search. 
She ultimately retired from Wells Fargo as Chief of Search and VP of 
Systems Architecture.  Over the years she has specialized in emerging 
technologies, enterprise architecture, and enterprise AI search. 

Her enterprise search experience includes building a new search 
platform at Wells Fargo that handled billions of records across hundreds of separate 
internal applications, providing world-wide support and an engineering team with 24x7 
availability. 

mailto:jt@merlin.tech
https://www.cia.gov/
https://www.cia.gov/
https://cognitiocorp.com/
https://www.applicology.com/


 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 

Daniel Cybulski: Former Cyber security and cloud architect for the CIA and currently 
senior FinTech security consultant. 

Dan is Merlin’s CISO (Chief Information Security Officer.) and 
brings over 18 years of experience in systems engineering and 
cyber security. He spent the first ten years of his career at the 
CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) focusing on high performance 
computing, cyber security and cloud architecture, ultimately 
serving as Technology Director. Dan then joined Bob Flores at 
Cognitio Corp as its CTO, where he focused on architecting and 
implementing cloud computing environments, supporting 
customer cloud transition and hybrid cloud projects and cyber 
security. He is now the founder and CTO of Decisive Tek Consulting where he provides 
consulting and engineering support across the public and private sectors in the areas 
of secure cloud architecture and cyber security defense.  

Lucille Braun: Chartered Financial Analyst and large-scale money manager who has 
been mentoring MIT technology startups for over 15 years. 

Luci is a money manager who started her career managing auto 
sector investments for the Capital Group, one of the largest 
pension and private fund managers in the world. She then went 
on to found and run her own hedge fund out of Boston before 
retiring in the early-2000s. She has spent the past twenty years of 
her career serving as a senior mentor to hundreds of technology 
startups at MIT’s Venture Mentoring Service (VMS). Luci is a CA, 
CFA and has an MBA from Yale University. 

  

https://www.cia.gov/
https://www.capitalgroup.com/?cid=p63608481509&ad_id=583191898538&ext_id=&ds_rl=1292280&gclid=Cj0KCQjwz96WBhC8ARIsAATR252zU9jaBUDLEbj6WwNkFzjPJtczjSuTmeHiZX4Y4y9a5hsBXnXgSKcaAgaHEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://vms.mit.edu/


 
 

Page 5 of 5 
 

 

William Hamilton: Professor at the University of Florida Law School and Executive 
Director of the University of Florida E-Discovery Project and International Center for 
Information Retrieval. 

William is an ediscovery expert and Senior Legal Skills Professor 
at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. Mr. Hamilton 
joined the law school faculty after a 30-year commercial litigation 
practice. Prior to joining the law school faculty Mr. Hamilton 
served as the National ediscovery and Commercial Litigation 
Partner at the AmLaw 200 firm of Quarles & Brady. 

 

Lewis Visscher: Former Catalyst CFO providing financial 
leadership to high tech startups for over 30 years. 

Lew has over 30 years of diversified business advisory, 
management, operational, financial, and accounting experience. 
Lew most recently served as the CFO at Catalyst Repository 
Systems, which was acquired by Open Text in early 2019. Prior to 
Catalyst Lew was with PricewaterhouseCoopers where he worked 
with many private and public companies on equity offerings, start-
ups, acquisitions, divestitures and multinational, multi-location 
operations. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.law.ufl.edu/
https://www.quarles.com/
https://www.pwc.com/

